
Band-in-a-Box® 2019 Features and Additions 

We’ve added over 64 new features to Band-in-a-Box® 2019, including... 

Band-in-a-Box® 64-bit version for Mac®  There is a new 64-bit version of Band-in-a-Box®. This has the newest 

features of Band-in-a-Box® 2019 and is a modern 64-bit audio app. This means it can use the latest audio 

drivers and plugins that are designed for the 64-bit audio engine on your Mac® OS. 

Band-in-a-Box® VST/AU/AAX DAW Plugin The Band-in-a-Box® VST/AU/AAX DAW Plugin is separate from the 

Band-in-a-Box® application and works directly inside your DAW (GarageBand, Logic, Reaper, Pro Tools, Digital 

Performer, Ableton, PreSonus, etc.). The Plugin uses the content (RealTracks, styles, etc.) present in your Band-

in-a-Box® folder to generate audio or MIDI tracks that you can drag/drop from the Plugin into your DAW. 

(There is a separate documentation for the plugin, including videos, on our 

website. www.pgmusic.com/support.bbmplugin.htm) 

New! USB 3.0... Speed Thrills! The UltraPAK and UltraPAK+ are now pre-installed and ready to use on super-

speed USB 3.0 hard drives! Faster hard drive transfer rates will enhance the program operations (faster time to 

generate tracks, reduced audio artifacts) and offer faster transfer speeds (typically up to 3x faster). Also 

available as a ~120 GB download. 

SongPicker Redesigned with many Great Features 

• The completely redesigned window shows information for up to 50,000 songs. 

• The song list build is much faster. Approximately 150 songs get added per second. 

• There is a progress bar. This will appear if the song list build is taking more than 3 seconds. 

• You can see the chord progression for the selected song in the list. It can be copied and pasted to a 

text file. 

• Many filters are available. You can filter the list by subfolders, genre, feel, time signature, style, songs 

with melody, soloist, lyrics, key signature, tempo range, and the year of file dates. 

• You can search songs that have similar chord progressions and/or melody fragments. 

Advanced Filter to Search for RealTracks, RealDrums, and MIDI SuperTracks 

A useful filter [#] button has been added in RealTracks Picker, RealDrums Picker, Best RealTracks, and MIDI 

SuperTracks Picker dialogs. It allows you to quickly filter the list by many elements including type 

(soloist/background/chording), feel (even/swing, 8th/16th), time signature, artists, and more. 

StylePicker Enhancements 

• If the style list needs rebuild, it tells you that within the StylePicker instead of a message that requires 

a response. 

• The rebuild is faster than before by 75%. It takes 1/4 of the time now. 

• While the style list is being rebuilt, you can see the progress inside the StylePicker. 

• The style list can be filtered by a specific RealTracks/RealDrums/MIDI SuperTracks or RealTracks/MIDI 

SuperTracks in a certain number range. 

• Each style now has a genre "intensity" score and you can filter the style list by a certain score range. 

• You can filter the style list by a specific Xtra Styles set. 

• The dialog to select an Xtra Styles set has a button to take you to the PG Music website that shows 

information about Xtra Styles sets. 

• The StylePicker can list all styles (including N/A styles) in the default display. 

• The Set number display is improved, including sort by type and Xtra Styles. 

https://www.pgmusic.com/support.bbmplugin.htm


Drum Notation Support 

• All the MIDI Drums have drum notation. Play the MIDI Drums and open the Notation window. Then, 

select the Drums track and you will see drum notation. 

• Drum notation can be entered by a user on the Melody/Soloist track. 

RealDrums Transcription (RealChart) Some RealDrums have drum notation. Currently, 21 RealDrums can 

show drum notation, and you can find them with the [#] filter button in the RealDrums Picker. 

RealTracks Medley Enhancement. You can now control the loudness of each RealTrack in the medley. 

Audio Harmonies Feature Enhancement. The feature now uses BB-Harmony engine when you select the N 

voices above and M voices below. 

Song Titles Browser Enhancements 

• We've added 300 more song titles including requests from users, so there are now over 10,600 titles. 

• The chord density filter is available. You can also filter the list by chord complexity. 

• The memo area displays chord density and complexity for the selected title. 

Melodist uses RealStyles. The Melodist uses RealTracks styles instead of MIDI styles to generate songs. 

More Extreme Transpositions on some RealTracks. All the "Low Man" and "Re-amped" 12-key metal/thrash 

electric guitar RealTracks support this feature. 

Notation Enhancements 

• Notation is much clearer, not jagged, on retina screens. 

• The right-click menu in the Editable or Staff Roll mode Notation window has an option to change the 

current beat resolution. Previously, the only way to do this was to right-click on the time line. 

• Clicking close to a stave line will put a note on the stave line instead of between stave lines. Previously, 

you had to click extremely close to a stave line to insert a note on it. 

• In the Notation Window Options dialog, the clefs split point asterisk indicates that C5* is middle C. 

• The clefs split point can be set by the spin controls. 

• You can quickly enter forced accidentals from the right-click menu. 

• A new track type (Drums) is available for the Melody and Soloist tracks. 

• Holding down the control key and pressing the zoom in/out buttons results in finest possible 

incremental adjustment in size. 

• There is a keystroke entry mode, which lets you enter a melody entirely using keystrokes. The 

keystrokes are N to enter a note, N to enter a third note, up/down cursor to change the pitch of the 

highlighted note, and left/right cursor to move the time line. 

• You can now edit any track in the Event List Editor. When the dialog opens, it will show you the MIDI 

data in the current notation track. 

Hotkeys Added 

• Typing a time signature (4/4, 3/4, 2/4, or 1/4) enters it in the current bar. 0/4 clears the time signature 

from the current bar. 

• Style load functions - 11 hotkeys added. s1 opens the StylePicker, s3 opens the Song Titles Brower, etc. 

• Song load functions - 13 hotkeys added. ss opens the SongPicker, ss2 opens the Recently Played Songs, 

etc. 



• RealTracks - 6 hotkeys added. rt< return> opens the RealTracks Picker, rt2 opens the RealTracks 

Settings, etc. 

• RealDrums - 4 hotkeys added. rd opens the RealDrums Picker, rd2 opens the RealDrums Settings, and 

rd3 opens the RealDrums QuickList. 

• Loops - rl opens the Pick a Loop dialog. 

Other Features 

• The latest version of Plogue Sforzando (1.952 / 64-bit) is included. 

• Fewer flash messages appear at a time. 

• The élastique engine has been improved and updated to 3.2.9 / 64-bit. 

• The Audio Harmony engine has been improved to version 1.4 / 64-bit. 

• Maj chords will play more accurate with longer phrases. 

 

Along with Band-in-a-Box® 2019, we've released 202 new RealTracks, 12 new MIDI SuperTracks, 240 new 

Instrumental Studies, 18 new Artist Performances, 30 new MIDI Styles, 21 RealDrums Transcriptions, 

the 2019 Free Bonus PAK, 2019 49-PAK, and new Xtra Styles PAK 6! 

202 NEW RealTracks in Sets 301-328! 

o 60 Jazz, Blues, Funk & Latin RealTracks (Sets 301-309): The Jazz, Blues, Funk & Latin collection 

this year contains an amazing assortment of legendary musicians. We’ve added more Drums 

and Percussion from the amazing Alex Acuna, well known as the drummer for Weather 

Report and many other seminal fusion groups. With this collection, along with the master 

guitarist Ramon Stagnaro, there are Brazilian Bossa & Samba styles (10) as well as many more 

Latin American styles (11) with RealTracks "firsts" such as the "Bajo Sexto," a Mexican stringed 

instrument. This set also features the requested "RumbaFlamenca" styles. We also have new 

Modern Funk RealTracks (10) from some of New York’s most exciting musicians. Guitarists Bob 

Lanzetti, Mark Lettieri, drummer Sput Searight, and percussionist Keita Ogawa are all part of 

some of the most exciting funk and world music projects coming out of New York and are now 

RealTracks artists. There are new "Fiery" Harmonica Soloists (5) from LD Miller, who won first 

runner up on the first season of "America’s Got Talent" with his amazing harmonica 

performances. We also have amazing new Blues Rhythm and Soloist Guitars (4) from the 

amazing Sol Philcox, as well as new Funky Acoustic Guitar (3) styles from Colin Linden and Joe 

Robinson. There are also new Djembe & other percussion styles (7), from Keita Ogawa, Tango 

styles (4), and Modern Jazz Waltz Drums (2). To top it off, we’ve added to our collection of 

Horn Section styles with some great, growly Blues Horns (4)! 

o 68 Pop, Rock and World RealTracks (Sets 310-319): We have some amazing new pop, rock, 

and world styles with Band-in-a-Box® 2019. The perennial favorite Brent Mason has recorded 

some beautiful new pop soloists on both Electric and Acoustic Guitar (8). We also have 

wonderfully spacey "Cinematic" Electric Guitar (4) from Darin Favorite, as well as beautiful 

new 12-string and 6-string "Campfire" Acoustic Folk styles (16), and Rock & Grunge Acoustic 

Guitar (4) from Quinn Bachand. In addition to this, we have Pop-Rock Pedal Steel (4) with a 

modern edge from the Nashville great Eddy Dunlap, "Southern Pop" Drums (4) from Land 

Richards, and a set of laid-back singer-songwriter guitar and piano (6). To round off the "world 

music" side of things, we’ve added new Klezmer (12) accordion, guitar, bass, and drum styles 

as well as "A Taste of Europe" set of accordion and guitar (4). These feature world champion 

accordionist Cory Pesaturo. We also have a set with upright bass playing basic pop styles, as 

well as pop accordion (8), which are all very useful in a wide variety of styles. 

https://www.pgmusic.com/bbwin.bonuspaks_2019.htm
https://www.pgmusic.com/xtrastyles.php?pak=all&os=win#pak
https://www.pgmusic.com/bbmac.202newrealtracks.htm


o Country, Americana & Celtic RealTracks (Sets 320-328): With Band-in-a-Box® 2019, we’re 

introducing an amazing new RealTracks guitar artist, Johnny Hiland! Johnny is a Nashville 

legend known for his blistering fast "Chicken Pickin’" soloing style, and we have three soloist 

styles that we’re proud to present in our "Chicken Pickin’" (3) with Johnny Hiland! We’ve also 

expanded our collection of "Americana" RealTracks, with new keyboards (4) from a CMA 

winner Mike Rojas, resonator guitars (6) from Eddy Dunlap, nylon and electric guitars (6) 

from Brent Mason, acoustic bass (1) from Byron House, drums and percussion (6) from Bryan 

Owings, fiddles (2), mandolins (6), and another RealTracks first: 5-string fiddle (5) 

and mandola (5) from Andy Leftwich! We’ve added to our collection of Celtic styles with 

another RealTracks first: amazing Celtic cellos (9) by Natalie Haas, which includes options 

both for the common "Celtic Chopping" technique, as well as styles that utilize long, flowing 

lines. Also, on the Celtic front we have new 12-string, and nylon guitar styles (6) from Quinn 

Bachand, which utilize another RealTracks first: "DADGAD-Guitar tuning." There’s also a set 

of Celtic soloists (8), so you can have an improvised solo over your chord progression in the 

styles of a Celtic jig, reel, or hornpipe. And for the icing on the cake, we’ve added a new 

background vocal RealTracks style with Gospel "Mmms" Vocals (5), which includes options 

that utilize four doubled voices, or combinations of the individual voices! 

 

We also have new products available as add-ons, and for use with Band-in-a-Box® 2019. Note: The Xtra 

Styles PAKs are sold separately and not included with Band-in-a-Box® package or Bonus PAK. 

Xtra Styles PAK 7 (New with Band-in-a-Box® 2019) 

164 amazing new RealStyles await you in Xtra Styles PAK 7! We've dreamed up some great new arrangements 

for your songwriting, production, and teaching needs in four volumes: Jazz 7, Country 7, Rock/Pop 7, and 

Americana 2. Check out some of these fully-produced styles like atmospheric folk, Western swing chicken 

pickin', dreamy Southern rock, smooth jazz with world percussion, Brazilian samba, acoustic grunge, and '90s 

R&B. We've even included two great new MultiStyles that use up to eight substyles! Do yourself a favor and 

take home this comprehensive and imaginative collection of styles today! 

o Country 7: For the seventh volume of country Xtra styles, we've taken country music from 

every generation and turned it on its head to create a new spin on something familiar. This 

manifests in musical styles such as country rock with fretless bass, modern and mellow 

waltzes, Western swing chicken pickin', dreamy Southern rock, and more! If you're looking for 

something more conventional, do not fear. We also have some great country chicken pickin' 

RealStyles and an amazing cowboy campfire MultiStyle that has eight substyles in total! There 

are 43 new country RealStyles included. Don't miss out on the unprecedented collection of 

country sounds included in Xtra Styles PAK 7: Country 7! 

o Jazz 7: Xtra Styles PAK 7: Jazz 7 offers 43 new RealStyles including a number of unique rhythms 

that have never been used in our previous jazz styles. For example, we have styles with 

traditional Brazilian percussion, even-eighth pop jazz grooves, jazz funk fusion with syncopated 

modern funk drums, smooth jazz with world percussion, and more! We have even included a 

great Brazilian samba MultiStyle that includes a total of six substyles! A number of world music 

styles and rhythms have influenced our arrangements in this must-have volume of jazz 

RealStyles! 

o Rock-Pop 7: We continue to bring you the latest and greatest pop and rock trends in Xtra 

Styles PAK 7: Rock-Pop 7 with 43 new RealStyles! That's not the whole story though. We've 

included so many other styles, like 12-string classic rock, '90s R&B piano ballad, hip hop beats, 

and retro funk with clav. Take a trip back to the end of the twentieth century with candle-lit 

acoustic grunge or get people on the dance floor with modern funk pop. Whatever your rock 

and pop music needs, there is something to please everyone in Xtra Styles PAK 7: Rock-Pop 7! 

o Americana 2: The second offering of Americana Xtra styles explores the American roots of 

blues, country, and and folk genres in 35 new RealStyles. The result is a collection of fresh 

https://www.pgmusic.com/xtrastyles.php?pak=all&os=mac#pak7


arrangements that are inspired by - but not limited to - the traditions of American music. You 

will be treated to ethereal and atmospheric folk arrangements, emotional fingerpicking 

ballads, acoustic-heavy blues ensembles, engaging folk rock bands, and so much more! If you 

want a collection of musical styles that borrows from the past and looks to the future, look no 

further than Xtra Styles PAK 7: Americana 2! 

 

Xtra Styles PAK 6 (Released December 2018) 

Xtra Styles PAK 6 is here with over 162 great new RealStyles that combine our existing RealTracks in new and 

creative ways! We have new volumes for jazz, country, and pop/rock, as well as an amazing assortment of 

traditional folk and jazz styles. There are also five new MultiStyles available, with at least one in each genre 

PAK. Each of these MultiStyles includes 6 substyles so you can create more diversity within your arrangements. 

Styles include Americana-inspired country folk, Latin fusion with nylon guitar, skiffle, jazz swing with harp, 

modern pop and rock chart-toppers, hard rock, zydeco, and multiple European folk styles. Don't miss out on 

this comprehensive library of fully-produced RealStyles! 

o Country 6: Country Xtra Styles 6 brings you 42 amazing new RealStyles that cover the entire 

country spectrum. You will find anything from dramatic ballads to Americana-inspired country 

folk and even modern country rock. And to top it off, we've also included two MultiStyles that 

both include six substyles! One is a fretless electric bass ballad with pedal steel and the other 

is a fast rockabilly swing style. Classic or modern, subdued or in-your-face, Country Xtra Styles 

6 is a comprehensive collection of country styles that will help you compose or give your old 

songs new life! 

o Jazz 6: Add variety to your jazz RealStyles collection with 43 great new RealStyles in Jazz Xtra 

Styles 6. Mellow jazz with 3-part vocals, Latin fusion styles with background nylon guitar, 

classic skiffle, and medium jazz swing with harp are all things that can be found in the latest 

installment of Xtra jazz styles. But it doesn't end there because we've also included a six-

substyle bossa MultiStyle for your enjoyment! Jazz Xtra Styles 6 takes some of your favorites 

and adds a little twist for something familiar yet refreshing. Get it today! 

o Rock-Pop 6: We're back at it again with 42 new pop and rock styles in Pop Xtra Styles 6! Some 

of these styles are based on the latest trends in pop, alternative, hip-hop, and rock music while 

others are creative takes on classic music styles. This installment has an "xtra" dose of rock ‘n' 

roll and a generous helping of Americana-inspired folk music. We've even included a six-

substyle pep-squad pop MultiStyle. Are you excited to hear the latest and greatest sounds in 

pop and rock music? Then check out Pop Xtra Styles 6! 

o Traditional Folk & Jazz 1: Traditional Folk and Jazz Xtra Styles 1 will bring you the beautiful 

acoustic sound of yesteryear with 35 new RealStyles. Many kinds of traditional folk music are 

explored, including Canadian, Italian, French, Irish, and Gypsy folk music. As for jazz, we've 

included some Gypsy jazz and stride-piano styles as well. We've even thrown in a six-part 

zydeco MultiStyle with accordion! Don't forget the sounds of yesterday - pick up this lovely 

collection of traditional folk and jazz styles now! 

 

https://www.pgmusic.com/xtrastyles.php?pak=all&os=mac#pak6

